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2.
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Josh Cross, Economic Director
Paso Robles Chamber of Commerce

Josh Cross was hired to create an economic development division at
the Paso Robles Chamber of Commerce in February of this year. Josh
has identified several key issues facing local business including qualified
workforce and housing shortages. We need “grow incrementally” while

: “preserving the heritage” of what is so attractive to
people and businesses in the region. He emphasized
that economic development is a “team sport”
requiring close work with all entities that contribute
to the process. Josh is working on a strategic plan
to guide the Chamber’s work to facilitate economic
growth.

Josh is a Cal Poly grad with a BS in City
Planning. He was previously a senior planner for
RRM Design Group for 18 years. He lives in Paso
Robles with his wife and 3 boys.

Josh mentioned several business assistance tools to guide start-ups,
aid in the retention and expansion of existing businesses, and attraction of
new businesses to our area. For start-ups and other small businesses,
there is BEST (Business Entrepreneurial Success Team) that provides a
diversified team of Paso Robles business professionals who are
passionate about supporting businesses and entrepreneurs interested in
starting, expanding, or relocating in/to Paso Robles. There are also web-
based tools that serve as a start up guide for specific types of businesses.
Another resource is the SLO Chapter of SCORE, part of a nationwide
nonprofit association dedicated to entrepreneur education and the
formation, growth and success of small businesses in SLO County.
Another resource is Oppsites.com that connects thousands of city leaders,
real estate professionals, and economic development professionals to turn
ideas and opportunities into real estate projects that improve our
communities. Josh noted that part of Paso Robles was selected as an
“OppZone” that defers federal taxes on capital gains earned by businesses
within the zone until 2026.




News You Can Use

e Court Appointed Special Advocate for Children (CASA) - There
will be a “Friend Raiser” tonight from 5:30-7:30 at Gail
Tannehill’s home at 125 Fairview Lane in Paso Robles. Come
learn how you can become a volunteer and make a difference in an
abused child’s life.

e Paso Robles Historical Society - Bob Latta reminded members that
a fundraiser benefiting the Historical Society will be held on
Sunday, Sept 9 from 2-5 PM at the Tooth & Nail Winery. Wine,
music, and appetizers will be served up. Tickets are $50 ($25 tax
deductible). Our club is a Silver Sponsor. Please contact Bob for
further info at (805) 674-2884.

e Rotary Social - There will be a Rotary social on Friday, Sept. 14 at
6 PM at the home of Lee and Gail Wilson. Their address is 1675
Cumbre Road, Paso Robles. Please bring an appetizer and beverage
to share. Club service director Jennifer Sorenson also notes that fall
is a great time to consider hosting a social. Please contact Jennifer if
you would like further details on hosting an event.

o Sex Trafficking Summit - President Gail encouraged members to
attend this important conference on Sept 15 at the Morro Bay
Community Center, 1001 Kennedy Way, from 8:30 AM - 2 PM.
The event is hosted by the Rotary Club of Morro Bay & St.
Timothy’s Women’s Guild. Tickets are only $15 that includes
lunch. Register at www.sloagainsthumantrafficing.evenbrite.com

Three New Members Inducted
Membership director John Fisher welcomes our new members with their
sponsors. Pictured below (left to right) with John is sponsor Scott
Greaves with Jim Mahalik, sponsor Tom Taylor with Lloyd Smith, and
Ashley Wilken with sponsor Ryan Tannehill. Please take time to
introduce yourself and get to know these great new members.

Coming Programs

Today: Dr. Tige Griffin, Doctor of Chiropractic, Staying Fit While
You Sit
Sep 6:  Jeanne “Bean” Murdock, Satirist, My Guardian Angel Wears
Antiperspirant
Sep 13: Art Kuhns Certified Hypnotherapist, Empower Your
Subconscious Mind
Sep 20: Leon Tackitt, Ambassador, Explosive Ordnance Disposal
(EOD) Wounded Warriors Program
Sep 27: George Poulakos, Rotary Club of Ventura, The Grace Centre
Global Grant
Birthdays in the Next 30 Days
Cheri (Darrell) Cooper Sep 1 Patricia (Don) Keefer Sep 12
Megan (Chris) Williams Sep 1 Megan (Ryan) Tannehill Sep 14
Chris Williams Sep 3 Koene Graves Sep 19
Karen (Dan) Jones Sep 3 Harry Ovitt Sep 22
Bob Chute Sep 4 Tanya (Jeff) Railsback Sep 25
Gail Tannehill-Lloyd Sep 5 Gary (Kathy) Tucker Sep 25
Jennifer (Jim) Moffatt Sep 6 Jennifer Sorenson Sep 26
Rick Minton Sep 7 Brian Stack Sep 26
Rick (Gail) Harold Sep 8 Susie (Tom) Apkarian Sep 27
Paul Shannon Sep 9 Mary (Pat) Sayne Sep 27
Sharon Ross Sep 11 Aeri (Tom) Taylor Sep 28
Frank (Jan) Jensen-Pyeatt Sep 11
Anniversaries This Week
Jeff & Jaynee Orcutt Sep 1 Doug Barth & Nicolette Sep 5
Pete & Jolly Johnston Sep 4 Harley Barth

Rotary Supports

Loaves & Fishes
Queen Gail & Rick Goree presented
a $1,000 check to executive director
Maria Madrid Sabi who reminded
members that her organization feeds
both the homeless and the working
poor in our community.

Follow the Rotary Club of Paso Robles on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/pasoroblesrotaryclub




